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Honorable Mayor Thomas Zepecki 
Common Council Members 
Police and Fire Commissioners 
Citizens of South Milwaukee 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
It is with great pleasure that I present the South Milwaukee Fire Department’s Annual Report for 
the year 2009.  This report reviews emergency responses, staffing levels, training activities, 
equipment purchases, fire inspections, fire prevention, maintenance programs, along with other 
department roles and responsibilities.   
 
In 2009 we celebrated 116 years of our fire department’s existence, with department members 
responding to 3141 requests for service.  Of those calls, 2553 were for emergency medical 
service and 588 were for Fire/Rescue/Service calls.  I am proud of our member’s efforts and 
outstanding safety record while performing on these calls and serving with reduced staffing 
levels. 
 
This past year the department made one capital budget purchase.  We traded in two ambulances 
and replaced them with one new 2009 Med Tec Ford F-450 ambulance.   
As a capital item expenditure this purchase is expected to last in excess of 10 years.   
 
The members of the South Milwaukee Fire Department and I would like to thank Mayor 
Zepecki, members of the Common Council, the Police and Fire Commission and our citizens for 
all their hard work and continued support.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Chief Jay B. Behling  
South Milwaukee Fire Department 
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JAY B. BEHLING 
Fire Chief 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

        2009 RESTAURANT FIRE  

NEW DELIVERY 2009 F-450 AMBULANCE 
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The Enemy : 

“I am more powerful than the combined armies of the world. I 

have destroyed more men, women and children than all the wars 

of all nations. I massacre thousands of people every year. I am 

more deadly than bullets, and I have wrecked more homes than 

the mightiest guns. In the United States alone, I steal over 

21billion dollars each year, I spare no one and I find my victims 

among the rich and poor alike, young and old, and the strong and 

weak. Widows know me to their everlasting sorrows. I loom up in 

such proportions that I cast my shadow over every field of labor. 

I lurk in unseen places and do most of my work silently. You are 

warned against me, yet you heed me not. I am relentless, 

merciless and cruel, I am everywhere, in the home, in the 

schools, in the factory, throughout the wildlands, in the air and on 

the sea.  I bring sickness, degradation and death, yet few seek 

me out to destroy me. I crush, I maim, I devastate, I will give you 

nothing and rob you of all you have.” 

“ I am your worst enemy! I am uncontrolled fire!” 
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Why do we commemorate Fire Prevention Week?  

Fire Prevention Week has its roots in the Great Chi cago Fire. The 
fire occurred on Oct. 9, 1871. It killed 300 people  and left 100,000 

homeless. 
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